
PLACEMENT AND PROGRESS TESTS 

MODULE 11

Introduction: 

The MSL Structured Literacy Programme is a 20 Module Scheme and each of the 20 
Modules has a complete test of its own.  This particular Placement and Progress Test will 
assess student awareness and understanding of every single phonic and spelling choice up to 
and including Module 11. 

Vocabulary within the 20 MSL Modules builds up cumulatively and the tests relate directly 
to each Module, plus all the literacy skills previously established. The Placement and 
Progress Tests for Module I involve the letters 'I', 'T', 'P', 'N' and 'S' and these letters give 
access to a range of words using only those letters, for example 'in', 'tin', 'pin', 'spin' and 
'insist'. Certain irregular high frequency words are also introduced such as 'was' and 'the'. 
Module 2 utilises the letters and sounds from Module 1, plus the use of' A', 'D', 'H', and 'E' 
and irregular high frequency words such as 'said' and 'friend'. Module 3 takes on all the 
sounds and spellings choices of Modules 1 and 2 and adds 'C', 'K', 'CK' and 'O' and so the 
programme progresses through the 20 Modules. It is this systematic development of literacy 
skills that Placement and Progress Tests monitor and assess. 

Why some complex words come before some easy words? 

In a structured literacy programme words are introduced because of their place within 
structure, not their length or complexity. Teachers and helpers who are not familiar with the 
structured approach may be surprised to find (for example) 'disagree' before 'care'. But the 
fact is that once a student has established the rules covering the spelling and sounding of 
'disagree' it is not a complex word for that student. The MSL approach to regular spelling 
choices is therefore based upon establishing systematic rules, alongside an increased 
awareness of syllable structure. Once a student has grasped a rule, all words using that and 
previously established rules, can be read and written no matter how complex the word 
appears. 

Administering the Tests 

Each Module Test has 7 subtests. Tests must be given to students one page at a time and 
students must not have the option to tum back and rework a previous subtest.  Please print 
out the six page test now, ready for the assessment and for reference whilst reading these 
instructions.

Test 1. Tracking 

This test assesses the student's visual ability to respond quickly and automatically to the 
written symbol. You should therefore impose a time limit suitable for the age and ability of 
student being tested. 

Test 2. Spot the sound

Information of each sound being sought is given in the left column. This is not a spelling 
test but a listening test of phonic awareness and therefore the vocabulary involved must first 
be established. A vocabulary reference is given on page 5 of each test sequence. 



The teacher or helper should read the four words that run from left to right, (as shown in the 
box on page 5) as the student looks at each picture. Having read all four words, the student 
must look and name each picture in sequence again and then tick the picture if he or she hears 
the sound given in the left column. The teacher or helper should not read the words one by 
one and allow the student to respond to each as it is read, but rather supply the vocabulary for 

the pupil to select from. 

It is vital that the correct word is used from the reference on page 5 because some of the 
images could be thought to illustrate two or three different images. 

Test 3. Name and spell the picture 

The vocabulary associated with each picture is also given in the reference on page 5. In this 
test, all the pictures relate to words taken from the vocabulary in the Module and are 
therefore in structure and available for the student to spell . 

Agree the actual words being sought in each case before the student writes the spelling 
underneath each word. Do help the student if he or she forgets the correct word for a picture. 
Remember the pictures in this test are there only to brighten up the spelling test and make the 
activity for the student appear less onerous. 

Test 4. Sequencing 

This test establishes how well a student can retain the symbolic information within a series of 
letters. Work from left to right, one row at a time and do not allow the student to go back to 
correct the work once a line is finished. As with Test 1, allocate a set time for the test 
depending on the student's age. 

Test 5. Word search and read 

Once more, a time limit should be imposed for this fun test. Here the student must not only 
spot the word but also read the word out loud. Only if the word is read correctly does the 
student gain a point. 

Test 6. Spelling test 

Vocabulary for the Spelling Test is given on page 5. As noted previously, the words are not 
in order of difficulty - they are always within structure. As stressed earlier, this means that it 
can look unusual to see some more complex words introduced next to simple words, but if 
the student has grasped the Star Skills of the Module every word is manageable - no matter 
how complex it seems. This is the benefit of working in structure, rather than dealing with 
words in a random way. 

Always follow this sequence when giving the Spelling Test: 

• Say the question number

• Read the word

• Say the sentence

• Repeat the word



Do not repeat the word again. Do however check to make sure that the student is writing the 
correct word in the correct space. 

Test 7. Reading test 

The teacher or helper gives the student page 6 to read the 25 words in order. Remember to 
record each response on the form (page 4), indicating both accurate replies and errors. Try to 
indicate the type of error, giving either the phonic response or 'no reply'. The accuracy level 
and the kind of mistakes made can be a helpful method of understanding the extent of a 
student's knowledge. 

In some tests of this nature the instruction is given that the student should stop after getting 
five consecutive words wrong. However, in this test the student must go on to the end 
because there may be some words later on in the test that the student will be able to tackle. 

Monitoring the Progress 

Each of the 7 Subtests detailed above has a maximum mark to be given for accuracy, and a 
chart is provided at the top of page 1 of the Placement and Progress Tests. 

Subtests: 

1. Tracking 10% 
2. Spot The Sound 5% 
3. Name & Spell The Picture 10% 
4. Sequencing 5% 
5. Word Search & Read 20% 
6. Structured Spelling Test 25% 
7. Structured Reading Test 25% 

-------------------

TOTAL 100% 

Marking and progress 

We suggest that where a student scores 80% or over he or she should move on immediately 
to the next Module. Marks of between 50% and 80% should result in the student being given 
help in particular areas of misunderstanding or weakness. The tests should be used to 
identify specific areas of strength and weakness. 

A student scoring under 50% would appear to have some significant problems and these 
should be resolved with specific structured teaching using extra teaching materials designed 
to reinforce particular weaknesses.  Repetition can be the key to success.
















