


Acquisition of new Skill: 

Can the pupil spot which letter this Star Skill is concerned with by listening to 
words such as 'ink', 'ivy', 'iron', and 'insect' etc.? You can also have objects on a tray 
which have the sounds (T) and (i) within their name. Ask the pupil to listen to the 
following sentence and make a guess! "Isobelle is independent and full of 
impressive ideas." 
Once the name of the letter 'i' is established, explain that this letter is one of the five 
true vowels and therefore can make both the long sound, saying its name, as in 'ivy' 
and a short sound when closed in by consonants, as in 'igloo'. Can the pupil find the 
wooden letter 'I' in the alphabet arc? Try taking the letter out of the arc and closing 
up the gap while the pupil looks away, and then ask them to count backwards from 
ten, look again at the arc and then replace the wooden letter in the correct position as 
quickly as possible. Can the pupil find the wooden letter 'I' in the letter bag with 
their eyes closed? 
Practise auditory discrimination with a variety of words spoken by you (the teacher) 
and include words with long (I} 'blind', 'ice', 'fly', 'ivy'. (Remember that this is an 
auditory exercise not a spelling activity!) Can the pupil spot words that have the 
short vowel sound (i) even when given a mixture of words to choose from, e.g. 
'pink', 'disc', 'spin', 'stand' and 'finish'? Can the pupil isolate the 'i' vowel within 
words and say whether it is long or short, e.g. 'winter', 'pig', 'dice', 'dive', 'spill' and 
'life'? All the A4 Activity Worksheets for this Star Skill will help to develop the 
above mentioned skills. 

Teaching points: 

..,. Always write the first person pronoun 'I' as a capital letter . 

..,. When writing the cursive letter 'i' always make the shape first and then dot it. 

..,. Give Reading Card to pupil and this they can colour or highlight to personalise.  

TEACHER'S NOTES 

STARSKILLl 

Before you begin, read the 
INTRODUCTION in File 1 of 

the Module 1 Folder.  

Make picture cards to have fun 

sorting the long (D words from 
words with the short (i) vowel 
sound. Establishing this type of 
discrimination early on is very 
important, although some pupils 
may need lots of practise. 

..,. Once Activity Worksheets 1-1 to 1-4 (inclusive) have been completed give the pupil the two green Spelling Choice 
cards for long and short 'i'. Only tick the top boxes on each of the two cards, and explain that at this stage they are 
simply required to know that they write the letter 'i' for the short vowel sound (i), and the letter 'i' for the long vowel 
sound (i). The other spelling choices are learnt as the pupil progresses through the programme . 

..,. Listening for the vowel 'i' in a variety of different words, and being aware of whether the sound is long or short must be 
  practised so that pupils are confident in handling this skill.  

..,. No English word ends with the letter 'i'. Exceptions may be abbreviations such as 'taxi', or invasions such as 'spaghetti' . 
..,. There are occasions when the letter 'i' can make its long vowel sound even when it is closed in by consonants. These 

        words are considered to be irregular and are usually found when 'i' is followed by two consonants eg. kind, bind, find.  
        (The pupil will be given these words to learn later as they progress through the structured programme.)  

Background point: 

    ..,. As referred to in Star Skill 98 - the letter 'i' can make the sound (e) in irregular final syllables when it follows the 

 French spelling, eg. 'routine', 'Pauline' and 'machine', etc.

* If required, you can purchase

the downloadable PDF of the

Reading and Spelling Packs

from the MSL website. This will

enable you to print out your

own cards as illustrated.

Make these cards as illustrated. 
They should be approximately
5cm x 8cm with written symbol
or phonic on the front and the 
images and information on the 
back.  There are 3 packs to
build: Reading Pack (white 
card) Spelling Pack(green card)
and Memory Pack (blue card).
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MULTI-SENSORY LEARNING 

VOCABULARY PROGRESSION THROUGH THE STRUCTURED PROGRAMME 

Level 1 Module 1 

(High frequency words in bold) 

Star Skills 1-5 

STAR 
SKILLS 

1. i
igloo 

ivy 

2. t
ten 

3. p

pen 

4. n

(i) 

(i) 

(t) 

(p) 

nine (n) 

blend 

paint (nt) 

5. S

sun
pins 

step 
spade 
snowman 

suffix 

(s) 
(z) 

h!ends 

(st) 
(sp) 
(sn) 

s 

NEW WORDS IN STRUCTURE 
AS THEY BECOME AVAILABLE 

I 

it tit 

pit tip pip 

in nit nip pm tin 

tint 

sit sip sin 
is 

stint 
spm spit 
smp 

insist (may only be possible 

after Star Skill 13) 

pits tips pips nits nips 
pins 
tins tints sits sips sins 
stints 
insists spins spits snips 

High.frequency words which pupils should know by now: 
Within structure: I it in is it's isn't 
Extra to learn: the to into was 

POSSIBLE DICTATION 
(Necessary to reinforce each new Star Skill) 

*I tip it.
*Tip it Pip.
*I tip the pip.

*Pin it in.
*Pip tip it in.
*Tip it into the tin.
*Nip that pip in the tin.
*I tip in the tint.
*Pin it to the tint.

*Is Pip in?
*Is it in the tin?
*Sit in it Nip.
*Nip sits in it.
*That was a sin to spit.
*lt'.s in the pins tin.

*It's Pip, it isn't it's Nip.
*Nip sits in it, Pip spins it.
*To sit and sip is a sin.
*The pin is in the snips tin.
*Was the pip in the tin ? 

*Nip spins the tin.
*I insist Pip tips it into the tin.

Pupils must have completed Module 1 Revision Activities, and be confident in using Skills 1-5 before moving 
on to Star Skill 6. 

To monitor progress, use Placement & Progress Tests Module 1, which is file 5 in the Module 1 folder.

Teacher's notes: 

IRREGULAR & HIGH 
FREQUENCY WORDS 
OUT OF STRUCTURE. 
CONTRACTIONS & 
PUNCTUATION. 
Establish use of the capital 
letter for the pronoun I 
Introduce the concept of 
long and short vowel 
sounds with their symbols. 

High frequency words: 
the & to 
Introduce syllabics, & teach 
open & closed syllables. 
Establish the use of 
capital letters: 
* beginning of a sentence
* beginning of a proper noun.
Use of the full stop
Introduce irregular words:
inn & pint 
Establish the concept of 
consonant blends ... (nt) 
High frequency word: 

into 

Introduce the use of the 
comma & question 
mark 

Define nouns & verbs 
Introduce the use of 
apostrophe with 
contractions and teach 
it's & isn't 

High frequency word: was 

Establish the concept of 
singular & plural 

*Please use structured vocabulary lists to devise further reading and writing activities appropriate to individual pupil's needs.

*Please remember to reinforce and build on vocabulary and skills previous to the pupil's current Star Skill position.
*Each pupil must continue to practise reading material out of structure, but attention and great

praise must be given to the correct response when tackling skills already covered!
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