


Note: 

Pupils have already learnt that the recognition of particular word 
patterns will help with reading and spelling. Use this opportunity to 
revise syllable counting, and make sure that the pupil can identify 
two syllable words. This is also a good opportunity to revise open 
and closed syllables. They must remember that the vowel in an open 
syllable is not closed in by a consonant. Can the pupil tell you which 
syllable is open when you say words such as 'Roman', 'open' and 
'iris'? Is it the first syllable or the second syllable? When the first 
syllable is open it will have extra stress in the pronunciation. 
Spelling becomes easier if this word pattern is spotted because the 
writer learns to use only one consonant between the two vowels. This 
is a very helpful way of overcoming common errors in words such as 
'dining' where an extra 'n' frequently creeps in! 

Teaching points: 

TEACHER'S NOTES 
STAR SKILL 20 

word pattern 
V/CV & VCN 

Syllable division is a useful 
word attack skill. 
This Star Skill leaches 
pupil,; the best way to read 
words of two syllables 
when there is only one 
consonant between the two 
vowels. 

e-+ The best way to teach this Star Skill is to work in a methodical way through the five A4 Activity 
Worksheets 20- t to 20-s so that pupils accumulate the necessary information systematically . 

. e-+ Revision Activity section 4, A4 activity 2 also encourages auditory discrimination which will assist 
in making the correct spelling choices. 

e-+ As with previous word pattern work, it is most helpful to teach syllable division with the wooden alphabet 
letters, and show the pupil how a word can be physically divided to make two syllables. The point about 
the V/CV word pattern is that the first syllable must be open making the vowel sound long, whereas the 
VCN word pattern must have the first syllable closed with the vowel sound short. Demonstrate the V/CV 
pattern with words such as 'robot', 'depend', and 'open' showing how the consonant in the middle has to 
begin the second syllable. Use words such as 'robin', 'credit' and 'denim' to demonstrate the VCN word 
pattern. 

e-+ Thus, auditory discrimination of these word patterns becomes an invaluable spelling tool. The difficulty 
arises when having to visually decipher these words for reading - to stress or not to stress the first syllable? 
The VCN word pattern shows that a two syllable word with both the vowels short can sometimes have only 
one consonant in the middle. When words such as 'comic', 'habit' and 'rapid' are divided into two syllables 
the middle consonant is linked with the first syllable. If a reader is unsure about whether or not to make the 
first syllable long they have to be confident enough to try the pronunciation both ways (to themselves) and 
then decide which way makes sense. 

e-+ If further activities are required, write a mixture of the two word patterns given in the Vocabulary 
Progression List - Star Skill 20 on pieces of paper and ask the pupil to cut the word into two syllables, 
making the choice of where the middle consonant should go. Once the words are cut into two mix the 
syllables up and ask the pupil to pair them up again and read them. You can also use these syllables placed 
face down to play a memory game or pairs, matching up syllables to create two syllable words. 

* Give this blue cald from
the Memory Pack.

memory pack 
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Vic» -ii pa11wn 
a two syllable uwrd IOfth 
the first syllable open, 
and only SL!! consonant 
betMieen the UDO oou,e:I, 
apan Simon clapand 

VC/Y wmd pallam 
a two ayllable word u,Uh 
the first syllable clt.ud, 
and only ane consonant 
bet1Deen tlietwo 1HJU1ela 

comic prilan modllt 

Visit www.msl-online.net
to purchase the downloadable 
master file of the Association 
Cards, to print out your own 
packs of cards.  
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